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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 
 

Celebrating One Hundred Years 
of Serving the Fairfax 

African American 
Catholic Community 

Since 1922 
 

 
Mass: 11am Sunday 

ASH WEDNESDAY – March 2nd, 2022 
SA/OLBS: 9:30am 

OLP: 8am and 5:30pm 
SA/OLBS: STATIONS OF THE CROSS: FRIDAYS AT 1:15pm 

Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Birthday Blessings March 6th, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / March 13th 10:30 am 

3rd Sunday/March 20th, 2022/Thomas Clark Scholarship 
Synodal Listening Sessions – Please see any Parish Council Member 
4th Saturday/March 26th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal 

 

 

Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 30th 
 

Mass Intentions:   African American Ancestors 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Morkunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Music Ministry: Theresa Bumpers/Sandi Gay Chapman 

Praise Dance Coordinators: Megan Lipian 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 
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Eighth Sunday Ordinary Time  
Gospel Reflection (Luke 6:39-45):    
 
The third and final section of Luke’s Sermon on the Plain begins: And he told them a parable. There are 
actually four parables, three of which we read today. They are all about how to be a good disciple. The blind 
cannot lead the blind.  And a disciple cannot be a good disciple unless he or she has learned from the 
teacher.   
 
Everyone who is fully trained is like the teacher who knows how to cure the blind. Before you can be a good 
disciple and teach others, you must take care of yourself. Do not try to take a speck out of your brother’s 
eye until you have taken the board out of your own.   
 
Finally, only when you have purified yourself can you produce the good works that the teacher requires.  
Discipleship asks us to produce good deeds.  But to produce them requires the integrity and purity of heart 
found in the teacher. When people see your good deeds, they will know that this is because you have a 
good heart.   
 
The final parable, which we do not read today, is about building on the solid foundation of rock and not on 
sand. This is the only way to face the difficulties a disciple will encounter and survive.   
 

   ~Loyola Press   
 
The Catholic Charities Appeal for 2022 is underway with an in-pew commitment process taking place 
throughout the Diocese, it is not a special collection; rather, the Catholic Charities Appeal represents the 
chance for all Catholics to make a significant pledge, payable in installments, to Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Cleveland. Details about how Catholic Charities aids those in need in our Diocese is included in a flyer that is 
available near the bulletins. Many   parishioners have received a letter   from Bishop Malesic requesting their 
support.  If you have not received this letter, please respond to the in-pew commitment process today!  If you 
have received the mailing, please respond to it.  Be the Light is the theme of this year’s campaign.  Your 
support of the 2022 Catholic Charities Appeal helps us to carry out the mission that Jesus entrusted to us: “I 
say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  Please consider a 
generous gift that will change the lives of the 400,000 who are served each year in Northeast Ohio. Please 
pray for the success of the Appeal, which provides for essential programs and services in need throughout all 
eight counties of the Diocese of Cleveland. 
 
 
Synodal Listening Sessions 
“Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is 
precisely this path of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” This journey, which 
follows in the wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift 
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and a task: by journeying together and reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will 
be able to learn through Her experience which processes can help Her to live communion, to achieve 
participation, to open Herself to mission.” (usccb.com/synod) This will be an opportunity to reflect, as 
members of the Church, on what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church at this moment of history and how we 
are being invited to move forward together into the future bearing witness to Jesus Christ and furthering the 
mission of the Church, which is to bring all people to salvation through Jesus Christ. Every parish has been 
“encouraged to make use of existing “synodal” bodies, such as the Parish Pastoral Council and other ministry 
groups, to organize, facilitate, and give life to the Synodal Process in the faith community, while also reaching 
out to the peripheries and to those voices that are seldom heard.”  
 
The results of these listening sessions from the various parish groups will be summarized and given to the 
Diocese. The Diocese will summarize all the input they receive and submit a report to the United States 
Council of Catholic Bishops. The USCCB will summarize what they receive and submit a report to Rome that 
will be given to the synod to take place in 2023. If you have not already done so, we hope you will consider 
participating in one of these listening sessions and encourage you to check out the websites cited above for 
more information. You might also consider spending some time in prayer this week asking the Lord to place 
upon your mind and heart what needs to be spoken aloud at this moment in the Church’s life. 
 
Remembering the dead! - It is an unbroken tradition of the Christian faithful to pray for the dead.  The 
intention of the Mass is a customary form of this prayer and remembrance.  The typical offering requested   to   
obtain   the   intention of a particular Mass is $10 in the Diocese of Cleveland.   
 
We will have Blackjack Sunday every 5th Sunday this year. Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 
30th. Blackjack Sunday/Community Meal immediately after mass in the ELC. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of SA/OLBS we encourage you to bring and share your stories 
about our school, church and parish. Bring photos to share, they will be copied and returned to you. We will 
also make a pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our beginnings. November 2022. Details to 
follow. We also challenge Alumnae to see who has the largest number of participants attend any/all of our 
anniversary events and purchase a full-page ad in the program booklet for one hundred dollars. Ads due April 
8, 2022. 
 

March 20nd,2022 The Bishop’s Seminary Brunch is an annual gathering of parishioners from across the 
Diocese of Cleveland who want to visibly show their appreciation for provide financial support for unusual and 
emergency needs of the seminarians. Please see Walter Napier for tickets. Cost is $50/person.  

Grandparent Workshops - March 28 & 30, April 4 & 6. Grandparents are vital to passing on the faith. The 
Office for Marriage and Family Ministry will offer Saints Anne and Joachim Workshops. This will be an 
opportunity to talk about ways that grandparents can share their faith with their grandchildren and will offer 
some practical tools that can be used. The workshops will be offered at various sites throughout the Diocese, 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm and will include brunch & a closing Mass. Cost is $10 per person. Register 
online < https://tinyurl.com/Anne-Joachim. 
 
Homeless Stand Down 2022 will be returning as an in-person event on April 23, at FirstEnergy Stadium.  An 
estimated 1,500+ guests will enjoy access to social service providers, haircuts, medical screenings, professional   
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portraits, meals, personal   hygiene   kits, bus passes, and more.  The ins year, there is a goal to provide each 
guest with new or gently used shoes/boots & new socks to go with them. St. John Cathedral has been 
participating since 2004 in a number of ways. We are once again sponsoring a collection to benefit the Stand 
Down. Checks should be made out to St. John Cathedral with Homeless Stand Down in the memo line. Send 
checks to The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist/Social Actions Committee/1007 East Ninth Street/Cleveland 
44114. Please return your donations by Sunday, February 27th, so that we may forward the total to them in 
time to obtain needed goods. The last couple years, HSD has been coordinated by Business Volunteers 
Unlimited.  We also encourage you to volunteer through < https://tinyurl.com/HSD-Volunteer >, where you 
can see what your monetary donation will provide. 
 
APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-Saint Adalbert/Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament: 2022 marks one hundred years for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament serving the African 
American community in the Fairfax area. One of many celebrations being planned for the year. Please plan to 
join us. We have begun the planning sessions for the 100th Anniversary Mass. The next meeting will be via 
Zoom, March 2nd at 7pm. Please see Fr. Gary for the link to the meeting. To assist with any aspect of the 
planning: Refreshments/Food: Lorraine Bradley; Hospitality: Irene Morrison; Souvenirs: Carol Morrison; 
Ads/Program Book: Phillis Fuller Clipps or Arlene Aluisio. The souvenir booklet will be 8-1/2 x 11. Ad pricing:    

Color full page: $125 - B/W $100.  
Half page color: $75 -B/W $50,  
Quarter page color: $50 - B/W-$25.  
Patron ads $15. 
Full Page Back: $225 – B/W $200 

 
We stand at the threshold of Lent. Wednesday, March 2nd the Roman Catholic Church will enter into the 
most solemn and penitential season of her liturgical year. With the anointing of sacred ashes upon our heads, 
each one of us will again be signed with a reminder that we all share one common destiny: death. With the 
above reality before us, let us once again ask the question, why does the Church focus so intently upon death? 
The answer is that death has become the necessary meeting point with Christ. No one will rise from the dead 
who has not first died with Jesus! This is where Lent fits into the story of salvation...The sacred season  that  is  
before  us  exists  for  one  purpose:  that  we  might  prepare ourselves for our own death in union with Christ, 
and on that day, meet our Savior who will say to us, “Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt 25:34).  
 
Therefore, the Church sets before us the season of Lent. Lent is, for all who take Christ to heart, a time of 
journey toward that final meeting. Lent is our journey to the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of each one 
of us, in union with Christ.  
 
As with all journeys in this life, we must pack our bags well.  If we have hopes of successfully making the great 
pilgrimage of Lent, we must begin now to discard the unnecessary attachments that will only slow us down 
and endanger the success of our undertaking.  In these days leading up to our journey, let us meditate upon 
which items we will need along the way, and which items will make us stumble under their weight...As you 
prepare for the journey of Lent, ask yourself now: what are you taking with you? What will you leave behind?    

~ Fr Hezekias, Institute of Catholic Culture Prepare for Lent with the three pillars:  Prayer, Fasting, Fasting, and 
Almsgiving.      
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You are Kindly Asked to Wear a Mask while in the church/whether vaccinated or not vaccinated.  

PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING FULLY VACCINATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR 
YOURSELF AND THOSE WHO LOVE YOU. 

 
Consider the following: 
 
On a November day in 1721, a small bomb was hurled through the window of a local Boston Reverend named 
Cotton Mather. Attached to the explosive, which fortunately did not detonate, was the message: “Cotton 
Mather, you dog, dam you! I’ll inoculate you with this; with a pox to you.’’ This was not a religiously motivated 
act of terrorism, but a violent response to Reverend Mather’s active promotion of smallpox inoculation. The 
smallpox epidemic that struck Boston in 1721 was one of the deadliest of the century in colonial America but 
was also the catalyst for the first major application of preventative inoculation in the colonies. The use of 
inoculation laid the foundation for the modern techniques of infectious diseases prevention, and the 
contentious public debate that accompanied the introduction of this poorly understood medical technology 
has surprising similarities to contemporary misunderstandings over vaccination. 
 
The Boston Epidemic 
For over a year, from the spring of 1721 until winter 1722, a smallpox epidemic afflicted the city of Boston. 
Out of a population of 11,000, over 6000 cases were reported with 850 dying from the disease. Of a series of 
seven epidemics in the region during the 1700s, this was the deadliest. Though tragic, the 1721 epidemic led 
to a major milestone in the history of vaccination and smallpox eradication. The use of inoculation during this 
epidemic, and the heated debate that arose surrounding the practice, was one of the first major applications 
of inoculations in western society, paving the way for Edward Jenner to develop smallpox vaccination by the 
end of the century. 
 
The Disease and Early Inoculation 
Smallpox is an ancient disease caused by the Variola virus. This virus exists in two main forms: Variola major, 
which historically has a mortality rate of around 30%, and the less severe Variola minor with a mortality rate 
around 1% [3]. Variola major is predominantly transmitted either by direct or indirect contact with the 
respiratory droplets from an infected individual [4]. The natural pathogenesis of Variola major begins with the 
infection of the mucous membrane of the upper respiratory system, then invasion of the bloodstream, and 
eventually the skin, producing the classical presentation of smallpox pustules and signifying that the patient 
has become infectious. Death can result from toxins in the blood, blood clots, and septic shock. 
 
Inoculation against smallpox is believed to have been practiced in China as far back as 1000 CE, and is 
reported to have been common in India, Africa, and Turkey prior to its introduction into western societies in 
the 18th century. In China the practice was to blow dried and ground Variola scabs into the nostrils of the 
patient. In Turkey, however, the technique of inoculation involved inducing a less serious form of the smallpox 
disease by exposing an incision to the Variola pus. The latter is the procedure that was eventually brought to 
England and colonial America. The idea was based on the basic observation that those who survived smallpox, 
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moderate or severe, were significantly less likely to contract the disease again. By deliberately inducing an 
acute smallpox infection through a small, localized wound, a healthy person was more likely to survive the 
infection than if they had acquired the disease naturally through aerosolized viral particles. Smallpox 
vaccination, as developed by Edward Jenner in the late 1700s, worked on the same principle but differed in 
that the viral source was the less dangerous cowpox disease. Today, smallpox vaccination uses the Vaccinia 
virus to induce immunity, and the principle of vaccination has been applied to battling numerous other 
infectious diseases. 
 
Introducing Inoculation to the West 
Although inoculation was already common in certain parts of the world by the early 18th century, it was only 
just beginning to be discussed in England and colonial America. Cotton Mather is largely credited with 
introducing inoculation to the colonies and doing a great deal to promote the use of this method as standard 
for smallpox prevention during the 1721 epidemic. Mather is believed to have first learned about inoculation 
from his West African slave Onesimus, writing, “he told me that he had undergone the operation which had 
given something of the smallpox and would forever preserve him from it, adding that was often used in 
West Africa.’’ After confirming this account with other West African slaves and reading of similar methods 
being performed in Turkey, Mather became an avid proponent of inoculation. When the 1721 smallpox 
epidemic struck Boston, Mather took the opportunity to campaign for the systematic application of 
inoculation. What followed was a fierce public debate, but also one of the first widespread and well-
documented uses of inoculation to combat such an epidemic in the West. 
 
The Outbreak in Boston 
On April 22, 1721, a British ship arrived in Boston Harbor. On board, one of the sailors had begun to exhibit 
symptoms of smallpox. He was quickly quarantined, but several more members of the crew soon fell ill with 
the disease. An outbreak of the disease spread quickly through the city [1]. As the epidemic worsened, Cotton 
Mather reached out to the medical community of Boston, imploring them to use the inoculation method. One 
physician, Zabdiel Boylston, heeded his call, but most other doctors were hostile to the idea. At the forefront 
of the anti-inoculation contingency was one of Boston’s only physicians who actually held a medical degree, 
Dr. William Douglass. The arguments against inoculation were varied, ranging from disagreement on religious 
grounds to scientific uncertainty. While many argued that inoculation violated divine law, by either inflicting 
harm on innocent people or by attempting to counter God’s specific will, the main argument that Douglass 
made was that inoculation was untested and seemingly based on folklore. Douglas feared that unchecked use 
of inoculation would only quicken the spread of disease throughout the city. 
 
By modern standards, this argument seems highly sensible. The use of a poorly researched medical technique, 
particularly one as potentially hazardous as intentionally exposing healthy people – including children – to 
smallpox, would be highly unethical today. To many professional Boston physicians, inoculation must have 
appeared as unscientific as other contemporary treatments such as bleeding and purging, which were still 
common practice during the early 18th century. 
 
But as the epidemic began to diminish in early 1722, Mather and Boylston had collected surprisingly thorough 
data that made a clear argument for the effectiveness of inoculation. Boylston, who had personally inoculated 
some 287 people, recorded that of those inoculated only 2% had died. In comparison, the mortality rate of the 
naturally occurring disease during that year was 14.8%. 
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